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How Geothermal Power Generation Can Coexist
with Hot Springs?

Masayuki Hamapa”

Abstract

The author introduces several unfamiliar perspectives such as the relation between
man and nature described by Ninomiya Sontoku, Toynbee's theory of “annihilation of
distance”, and Karl Jaspers’'s “Axial Age” in order to view the issue of hot spring and
geothermal power generation from a historical angle of the civilization and suggests that
our problem encounters the age of extraordinary reforms in the history of the mankind. Its
solution may have a scientific approach regarding the influence of geothermal power
development on hot springs, but it may also need a juristic approach which enlightens the
concept of “commons” concerning resources in a broader perspective.
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